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1. IN VIEW PROSPECTIVE CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS RE 
QUESTION SOFT WOOD LOG EXPORTS, EMBASSY ON MARCH 22 
ASKED MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY ( MAF) FOR 
LASTEST AVAILABLE INFO REGARDING ITS PROSPECTIVE SOFT 
WOOD LOG IMPORTS FROM U. S. 

2. MAF OFFICIAL STATED MINISTRY HAS ADOPTED FOLLOW- 
ING COURSE OF ACTION: 

( A) WILL SEEK INCREASED IMPORTS SOFTWOOD FROM OTHER 
SOURCES ( I. E„ CANADA, USSR). NOW CONTACTING THESE 
SOURCES. MAY SEND TRADE MISSIONS IN NEAR FUTURE. 

( B) MAF BELIEVES LOG IMPORT SITUATION HAS STABILIZED 

FROM PEAK NOV. 1972. THUS, BELIEVES JAPAN' S IMPORTS 
WILL NOT " INCONVENIENCE" UNITED STATES. 

( C) REGARDLESS POINT B ABOVE, MAF TO EXERT STRONG AD- 
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MINISTRATIVE GUIDANCE ON JAPANESE IMPORTERS " TO EN- 
SURE JAPAN' S LOG IMPORTS DO NOT INCONVENIENCE UNITED 
STATES.' 1 MAF HAS NOT YET SET GOAL FOR DESIRED LEVEL 
OF SOFTWOOD LOG IMPORTS FROM U. S. MAF MUST DISCUSS 
THIS PROPOSED ACTIVITY WITH FAIR TRADE COMMISSION 
PRIOR TO IMPLEMENTATION. PLANS TO IMPLEMENT THROUGH 
DISCUSSIONS WITH MAJOR IMPORTERS. 

EMBASSY COMMENT: UNLESS DEEMED NECESSARY EMBASSY 
RECOMMENDS INFO CONTAINED POINT C NOT BE MADE PUBLIC 
FOR TIME BEING SINCE IT MIGHT WELL EMBARRASS 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS WHO HAVE NOT YET 

HAD OPPORTUNITY TO UNDERTAKE NECESSARY INTRA- GOVERN- 
MENTAL DISCUSSION. END COMMENT. 

3. EMBASSY ALSO DISCUSSED STATUS OF PROBLEM WITH 
JAPAN LUMBER IMPORTERS ASSOCIATION ( JLIA). JLIA HAS 
NOT REVISED ITS DEMAND FORECAST FROM 5 PERCENT DE- 
CREASE LEVEL INDICATED TO IN REFAIR. IT HAS NOT AN- 
NOUNCED IMPORT FORECAST FOR 1973. 
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